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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This project was conducted at Ye Township  and Yangon Region. Three landing sites of Yangon,  namely Annawar Aung, Shwe Zinyaw Hein and Annawar Holding Fisheries  and three landings sites of Ye Township were selected as the study sites as they were the main landing sites of sharks and rays in the country. A total of 18 species of sharks from two Orders and five Families, and 37 spesies of rays from four Orders and eleven  Families, two species of skates from one Orders and one Families were recorded in Yangon. Sudy at   Ye Township e  recorded six species of  sharks from two  Orders and two  Families and 18 spesies of rays from three Orders and five Families. In term of percentage of total marin landings,  sharks, rays and  skate only  contributed  0.2% and 1.1%  and 0.002% at Yangon, and 1.3%  for sharks and 1.6% for rays  at Ye Township respectivley. These figures  confirmed earlier data  that  sharks and rays were only  by-catch and not targeted and contributed to about 2% of the total marine landing.
The most abundant shark species at Yangon were,  Sphyrna lewini and Scoliodon laticaudus and for rays, Himantura walga, Rhinobatos puntifer. The most common shark species were Scoliodon laticaudus and Chiloscyllium hasseltii, Mustilus sp1 .The most abundant sharks species at Mawlamyine were Carcharhinus leucas and Scoliodon laticaudus while for rays Himantura pastinacoides and Himantura uarnacoides. The most common shark species were Carcharhinus brevipinna  and Scoliodon laticaudus while for rays Himatura walga. 

All big sized sharks of more than 1.5 meters in total length such as Carcharhinus leucas, Carcharhinus sorrah, Galeocerdo cuvier, Sphyrna lewini, and medium sized sharks such as Rhizoprionodon acutus ,Carcharhinus melanopterus were rarely caught due to nature of fishing area and gear used. All rays and sharks were landed whole, fully used with no finning activities on fishing vessels. Base on latest checklist  a total of 59 species of sharks from six Order and 15 Families, and 85 species of rays from four Order and 14 Families, and two species of skates from one Order and ones Familiy found in Myanmar waters including freshwater ecosystem. 
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